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The 2019 Session met for a Retreat on January 12, 2019.  

New elders were welcomed: Gene Whitfill, Whit Hunt and  

 Sue Lewellen; all Class of 2021. 

 

Committee Moderators were assigned: 

• Outreach & Membership – Karen Hawkins & Elise Adamson 

• Worship & Music – Scott Strovas 

• Fellowship – Sue Lewellen 

• Discipleship – Gene Whitfill 

• Mission & Ministry – Sherry Thompson 

• Stewardship & Finance – Stan Rigler & Dean Thompson 

• Property & Grounds – Whit Hunt 

 

Brief description of ministry teams: 

 Outreach & Membership: Reaching out & reaching in  

   (evangelism & care of members) 

 Worship & Music: Responsible for all worship services 

 Fellowship: Coordinate all fellowship events, arrange for funeral dinners 

 Discipleship: Christian Education, training, camps and  conferences for youth 

 Mission & Ministry: Coordinate Mission in our community, assistance to the needy  

 and community service projects 

 Stewardship & Finance: Stewardship education, monitoring church expenditures,  

 submit financial reports to Session 

 Property & Grounds: Responsible for maintenance, repairs and improvements of  

 church building & manse and grounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 2 

 
 
February is a useless month (my apologies to all those with birthdays in February). 

Usually it’s cold, windy, and can’t really seem to commit to rain or snow, and so it tries to 
do both at the same time, and fails. It falls in between the big holidays of Christmas, New 
Years, and Easter, and honestly, it’s a little bit of a downer.  
 

February is also a weird month. It is the only month with less than 30 days, and it’s the 
only month in which the number of days fluctuate from time to time. In fact, for most of 
the human history of calendars, February didn’t even exist, because the winter months 
were simply considered to be ‘a season’ and there really wasn’t much point in marking 
time.  
 

Around 700 years before Jesus was born, February and January were added to the 10-
month calendar, but even then, the exact number of days in February was wildly incon-
sistent. Sometimes, it had 23 days, sometimes 24, and sometimes, the year was so messed 
up by February, official timekeepers would simply add another month after it, just to 
catch up. It was only in the time of Julius Caesar (about 40 years before Jesus was born) 
that the standard of 28 days (29 every fourth year) was established.  
 

In other words, February is cold, rainy, miserable, and it reminds us that our measure-
ments of time and seasons are, at best, arbitrary; that our attempts at locking down the 
movements of the planets and the sun into a perfectly symmetrical system are frustrated 
by the reality that space and time doesn’t conform to our own sense of how things should 
be; rather, we have to find ways to adapt to the reality of our world.  
 

Which is not easy to do.  
 

It would be great, wouldn’t it, if we lived in a perfect world. It would be great if every-
thing worked by logic, that reality was, in fact, a sort of grand, unified version of the met-
ric system, everything worked in groups of 10s, that everything was immediately, identifi-
ably connected to something else, that there was a perfectly reasonable explanation for 
everything, that there was a discernible cause for every effect, that we could predict, with 
absolute certainty, how our lives will work out, who our kids will marry, that sort of 
thing. 
 

But February reminds us that life doesn’t work that way. Sometimes the world is capri-
cious. Sometimes things happen, for which there is no logical explanation. Things don’t go 
to plan. People don’t make rational decisions. Unexpected events cause a chain of unfore-
seeable consequences, for which there is no-one to blame, and that is hard for us to accept.  
 

Sometimes, we have to adjust our ways of thinking. Sometimes we have to add to our 
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philosophy, sometimes we have to subtract. Sometimes, our ways of thinking and living 
have to adapt to the way the world is, rather than expecting the world to conform to our 
own expectation of how it should be. Sometimes we have to let go of our desire for perfec-
tion, and understanding, and logic and reasoning, and accept the fact that we are imper-
fect beings, living in an unpredictable and imperfect world.  
 

And maybe that’s why the ancient Romans decided to name this strange, cold, ambigu-
ous month ‘February’. The original Latin word was Februum, which meant ‘purification’, 
usually through the use of burnt offerings, and the idea was to reconcile, to purify, the cal-
endar before spring started, before the new year got going again. February was the month 
in which the debt of time was paid, when the difference between the perfection of theory 
and the imperfection of reality was patched up, when the fact that we are not able to con-
trol time and space is acknowledged and observed.  
 

And while the ancient Romans were not Christian theologians, I think there is a lot of 
really great theology going on in this month. We are getting ready for Easter, we are get-
ting ready for the resurrection, we are getting ready for the perfection of Jesus Christ’s re-
turn, but we still live in the imperfect reality of this world.  
 

And February is that month during which we recognize and observe that imperfection. 
February is that month during which the ancient Romans let go of their past, let go their 
mistakes, and prepared themselves for a new season.  
 

And, despite the fact that Ash Wednesday moves around according to the date of East-
er (which is, in itself, a whole different Doodle), it is most often celebrated in February. (Of 
course, this year, Ash Wednesday happens to fall on March 6, which blows up my entire 
thesis, but you know what I mean.) As Christians, we too are getting ready for a new sea-
son, and Ash Wednesday and the 40 days of Lent are our way of doing that.  
 

Through the symbols of burnt ashes, through a time of somber reflection and re-
consecration, we are reconciling the imperfection of our fallen world with the perfection 
of what has been promised us by Christ’s Passion: all our sins will be taken from us, the 
burden of our shame will be lifted, and the gap between this world and the kingdom of 
God will be patched up.  
 

February is not just the month in which our calendars are adjusted to correspond with 
reality. It is that month in which our souls are prepared to be reconciled with the reality of 
our redemption.  
 

And for me, at least, that makes the cold, windy, cloudy, yucky month of February just 
a little bit more bearable.  
 

And hey, at least it’s only 28 days long. 
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Elise Adamson     Feb 6 

Emily Edwards     Feb 11 

Bruce Sandlin     Feb 12 

Kailey Chavez     Feb 13 

Lynn Goddard     Feb 22 

Jim Tirey     Feb 23 

Polly Lackey     Feb 25 

Karen Beth Strovas    Feb 25 

Highlights from 142nd PDP Presbytery, January 25-26, 2019 

• God above was worshiped in community in the beautifully renovated sanctuary of First 
Central Presbytery in Abilene, Texas.  The collection plate from the worship service was 
donated to the Kenya Water Well (also known lovingly as the Bore Hole Water Project) 
and Mother Esther's Schools and Rescue Centers in the amount of a cool 
$1,000.00.  May God bless every penny. 

• PDP celebrated the ministry and marked the retirement of Rev. Jerry Koch and Rev. 
Andy Chandler with a special liturgy and reception.  Well done good and faithful serv-
ants of Jesus Christ. (Please see photo below). 

• New Minimum Terms of Call for ministers were approved with a 2% increase from 
2018.  Details are already on the web site, located in the resources window under Guide-
lines and Policies. 

• The terms of call for Rev. Janell Blair were approved, serving both Borger (stated sup-
ply) and Dumas (transitional ministry).  Thank you God! This is a new, creative way to 
serve the church. 

• Grace Presbyterian Church PNC and United Presbyterian Church of Montague County 
PNC were approved.  Covenant Lubbock MIF was approved. 

• We celebrated the CRE talents and successes in PDP.  

• Approved a temporary supply relationship between Elizabeth 
Stites-deSteiger and Trinity, Wichita Falls  to be an ordainable 
call. 

• What does Church look like outside of the church walls?  We 
learned about our shared mission of the Kenya Water Well led 
by First Central Presbyterian Church in Abilene. The NOROC 
report was led by Carol and Rich Schempp.  All of us are buoyed 
by their leadership.  

• We look forward to the 143rd PDP Presbytery Meeting to be 
held at First Presbyterian Church, Canadian,  April 26th and 
27th, 2019  Common Life Ministry is already at work. 
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February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
 
9:15 am—Sunday 
School 
10:30 am—Worship 
& Communion 
11:30 am—Potluck 

4 5 
 
 
6:30 pm—Den 
Meeting 

6 
11 am—MoW 
6  pm—WNF 

Amazin’ 
Grazin; 

6:45 pm—Choir 

7 8 9 
8 am—Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

10 
 
9:15 am—Sunday 
School 
10:30 am—Worship 
Items for Reed Cen-
ter boys are due 2/13! 

11 12 
 
6:30 pm—Den 
Meeting 

13 
11 am—MoW 

1:30 pm—Naomi 
Ruth Circle 
6 pm—WNF 
Disciples/Reed 
Center packing 
6:45 pm—Choir 

14 15 16 
 
5:30-8:30 pm—
Paws Spay-
ghetti Dinner & 
Silent Auction 

17 
9:15 am—Sunday 
School 
10:30 am—Worship 
12 pm—Session 
Meeting 
Pick up FISH bag 

18 19 
 
6:30 pm—Den 
Meeting 

20 
 
11 am—MoW 
6  pm—WNF 

T-Bones 
6:45 pm—Choir 

21 22 23 
 
Blue & Gold 
Banquet/Scouts 

24 
 

9:15 am—Sunday 
School 
10:30 am—Worship 
 
Return FISH bag 

25 26 
 
6:30 pm—Den 
Meeting 

27 
 
11 am—MoW 
6  pm—WNF 
Groovy Grillers 
6:45 pm—Band 

28 
 
6:30 pm—Scout 
Parent Meeting 

  

WARP’D—Floydada  
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A February Mission 

 

Our February Mission project is the Reed Adolescent Center.  This is a non-profit residen-
tial substance abuse center for boys up to the age of 18 years, that specializes in the treat-
ment of substance addiction and mental health disorders.  There are usually about 10 
boys that live in the house for over 30 days but can be longer.  These are the boys that 
visit our church on a regular basis. 
 
I have been in contact with Kim Villanueva, Director of Substance Abuse at Central 
Plains.  She has given me suggestions of things the boys can have and may need.  The 
Mission Committee has voted to bless these boys with a Love Offering on Valentine’s Day, 

2019.  The Committee would like to collect hygiene items for these 
boys, as we have in the past, but because it is Valentine’s Day the 
committee would also like to collect candy and soft drinks.  The boys 
can also use batteries for their electronics! 
 
These items can be brought to the church from now until Wednes-
day, February 13th.  Wednesday night the Mission and Ministry 
Committee will gather for a packing party before delivering the Val-
entines Blessing to the Reed Center on Thursday, February 14. 
 

Sherry Thompson 

Another mission agency that our church 
supports on a regular basis is Paws Pet 
Adoption. In fact, ours is the only church 
in Plainview that has mission dollars 
budgeted for the animals of Plainview! 
 
Thank you to our church for allowing 
Paws Pet Adoption to host their first 
fundraiser dinner. Tammy Coleman, Don-
na Austin and I are on the board and you 
can purchase tickets from either one of 
us. Would you like to help out the animals 
that have no voice?! Donations are also 
gladly accepted  

  
Karen Hawkins 
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Be sure to note these important 

dates and jobs to be done during 

the month of February. 

Ushers 

Whit Hunt, Richard Morgan, 

Gaylan Goddard, Chris Lewellen, 

Larry Williams, Mike Craig, Dean 

Thompson, Graham Tirey 

 

February Liturgist 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 

2/6—Amazin’ Grazin’ 

2/13—Disciples 

2/20—T-Bones 

2/27—Groovy Grillers 

 

January Attendance 

Jan 6   44 

Jan 13   42 

Jan 20   34 

Jan 27   40 

 

January Deposits 

Jan 3 (online)  $2,110.00 

Jan 6   $1,707.50 

Jan 13   $   980.60 

Jan 20   $2,783.00 

Jan 27   $6,724.05 

 

Total Income:        $13,921.00 

Total Expenses:  $12,720.83 

   $  1,200.17 

 

 


