
 

   

 

 

 

 

Rich and Carol Schempp will be here to report on their time with the 

orphans in Tulcea, Romania. Session has voted to have a special offer-

ing that day—all funds will go directly to the orphans and help with 

their everyday needs. 

 

Here’s how your giving helps NOROC incarnate loving action: 

 

• $15 provides a month of psychological counseling for a child of trauma 

• $20 provides a month of speech therapy for a child who struggles to communicate 

• $75 supports a “Big-Hearted-Granny” for a month of daily relationship with the youngest, in-

cluding school readiness activity 

• $100 sends one child to summer residential camp 

• $50 sends one child to summer day camp 

• $1,000 helps one young adult attend a year of university 

• $1,200 sponsors activities for one small group for one year. NOROC’s goal is to have each child 

in a small “family” group of 8 or 10 children. Small group mentors nurture ongoing relation-

ships. Groups go on local field trips, celebrate birthdays, do crafts, sports, or cooking activities 

and spend quality time together. Small Group Sponsorships help donors feel personally con-

nected to a cluster of children or youth. 

• $1,500 sponsors horse therapy day camp for 22 children for one week—five full days of 

grooming, riding instruction, horse therapy, ecological learning, outdoor free play, crafts and 

other therapeutic farm and garden activities. 

 

Our goal is to raise $1,500 to send 22 kids to horse therapy camp for 1 week! 
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With apologies to lovers and teachers of English everywhere, I offer these observations 

of the last few weeks from a cardio-vascular perspective, or as some might say, my 

views from the heart. 

 

First of all, I want to thank all those who kept things running at the church while I’ve 

been gone, especially my wife, Karen, who kept the administrative blood flowing, and 

Dee Rice, who kept her finger on the pulse of the congregation. Also, thanks to those 

who have stepped up and preached, and are going to preach in the next few days: 

Richard Morgan, Dee Rice, and Bill Coleman. Let’s offer them a hearty round of ap-

plause for their willingness to share a Word from the Lord with us.  

 

There were so many little cells of activity that they are hard to count, but I want to 

make sure that we recognize that the little things that go on every Sunday don’t hap-

pen by accident. Scott Strovas has been great in organizing worship activities, Sue and 

Chris Lewellen and Gaylan Goddard have been great at tending to the logistics of eve-

ryday Sunday stuff, and your session has been energetic and proactive in making sure 

that the heavy lifting gets done and the burdens are shared. I so appreciate everything 

that you are doing, and what you will be doing for just a little while longer. It has been 

a wonderful thing to watch you come together from a distance, and I am so very proud 

of my little church in Plainview. You continue to demonstrate to the world what a 

Christian Community looks and acts like, whether in times of still waters or trial, and 

it’s nice to be able to see that in action from time to time. 

 

I also want to thank those of you who came down and visited me in Lubbock. The first 

week or so is a blur, but I felt your love and concern, and that sustained me through 

some dark moments. Elise, David, Scott, Dee, Sue, Chris, Barbara, Whit, Gaylan, Kevin, 

Robin, Dean, Sherry, I love you guys, and will never be able to repay your kindness. As 

an aside, Matt Thompson visited me several times, and was kind enough to bring me a 

real cup of coffee from the cafeteria, which was such a blessing, I really don’t have 

words. Jim and Graham, thanks so much for coming over when I came home and help-

ing Wiley set up the recliner. Trust me, I’m using it to its full potential.  
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While I’m thanking folks for visiting, I want to make sure I include Julie Johnson, 

SarahLee Morris, Doug Bell, Sam and Cathy Lanham, Bob Field and Bob Covington, 

and Davis and Janet Price as members of our extended Presbyterian family in Lub-

bock who provided many acts of pastoral love and support. I even had a visit from 

Al, a Chaplain from Interim Hospice care, whom I had gotten to know through Da-

vid Adamson, and that was a nice surprise. 

 

And of course, my greatest thanks go to my family, who, for better or worse, have 

been with me every step of the way. My mom and dad and brother Michael, the one 

who catches fish, came down from Western Colorado, my childhood babysitter, 

Twila Penland, visited several times, and fed my family down in Lubbock, and 

Wiley and Karen have had to take on a huge role in my care, not just emotional, but 

physical and mental as well. I wish with all my heart that this burden had not fallen 

to you, but I am so glad to have you with me. Please forgive my frustrations and 

sometimes capricious needs.   

 

So far, the physical therapy folks are very happy with me, but it is going to be a 

while before I am back at full strength. For the next few weeks, I’m not able to lift 

more than 10 lbs, and need to limit my physical activities. I anticipate being in wor-

ship (but not participating) on the 9th for the big NOROC Sunday with Rich and 

Carol Schempp, and then gradually making my way back into the office and Pulpit 

after that. It will probably be a month or so before the doctors allow me to drive, 

and I know that emotionally and spiritually, I will be recovering for quite a while.  

 

On the other hand, I feel right now that I will recover, as opposed to the first week 

or so after the surgery, when I wasn’t so sure.  

 

Spiritually, it’s still too early to draw any earthshaking conclusions about what has 

happened to me, except to rejoice in the love of God as expressed through the com-

passion and work of a kind and strong church family. I’m sure that in the next sea-

son of my life, God’s desires will be revealed to me, but for right now, I’m just 

grateful to have been given the time I have.  

 

May blessings and peace be upon all of us during this time of healing.  
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Sue Lewellen   June 15 

Logan Smith   June 15 

Susan Blackerby  June 21 

Kara Edwards   June 30 

Jeremy McCollom  June 30 

 

Richard & Sharon Morgan   June 4 

Gene & LaDeanna Whitfill   June 4 

Lisa & Karnald Kersh    June 9 

Logan & Roy Smith    June 23 

Jim & Brandy Tirey    June 26 

Operation Serve 
 

The FPC Outreach and Membership Committee would like you to know about a local 

project and consider helping.  This summer, First United Methodist Church is again co-

ordinating a one-day service blitz to help folks in Plainview.  They have reached out to 

our congregation to see if anyone would like to help in this community-wide effort.  If 

you can help on Saturday, July 27, 2019, please contact a member of their outreach 

team directly at the numbers below.  This is a great project, and in the past has helped 

with painting, minor repairs, yard clean-up etc.   

 

On a personal note, my family were the recipients of Operation Serve help a few years 

ago, and we very much appreciated it.  

 

If you can help, contact Judy Wiggins 440-1709 or Judy Butler 293-2549. 

 

 

Thanks!   Elise Adamson, co-moderator of Outreach and Membership 
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June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 

10:30 am—
Worship 
 
 

3 4 5 
 
 

11 am—MoW 

6 7 8 

9 
10:30 am—
Worship/
NOROC 
11:30 am—
Potluck 

10 11 
6:30 pm—
Scholarship of 
Grace Com-
mittee 

12 
 
 

11 am—MoW 

13 
6 pm—
Stewardship & 
Finance Com-
mittee 

14 15 

16 
 
10:30 am—
Worship 

17 18 19 
 
 

11 am—MoW 

20 21 22 

23 
 
10:30 am—
Worship 

24 25 26 
 
 

11 am—MoW 

27 28 
Noon—Fourth 

Friday Fellow-

ship w/Friends 

29 
 

Morris Bridal 

Shower 

30 
10:30 am—
Worship 
6 pm—
Baseball game 
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Youth and sponsors from First Presbyterian and First Christian Church 
recently met for a fun afternoon of bowling. There are plans to have 
joint activities throughout the summer and the school year. Other 
small churches have been invited to participate too. 
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Be sure to note these important dates 

and jobs to be done during the month 

of May 

Ushers 

Whit Hunt, Richard Morgan, 

Gaylan Goddard, Chris Lewellen, 

Larry Williams, Mike Craig, Gra-

ham Tirey 

 

 

 

 

June Liturgist 

Sue Lewellen 

 

 

 

May Attendance 

May 5   38 

May 12   52 

May 19   39 

May 26   31 

 

May Contributions 

May 3 (online)  $2,130.00 

May 5   $4,518.95 

May 12   $1,276.00 

May 19   $   911.70 

May 26   $   953.73 

 

Total Income:        $  9,596.38 

Total Expenses:  $13,750.81 

Total:   $ -4,154.43 


