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 News from the PNC 
 

A Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, May 31, 

2020 for the purpose of electing a Pastor Nominating 

Committee (PNC). Congregational members presented for 

the PNC were Richard Morgan, Chris Lewellen, Sherry 

Thompson, Karen Sandlin, Elise Adamson, and Scott Stro-

vas. This slate was elected by a unanimous vote. 

  

The Pastor Nominating Committee has met twice with Palo Duro Presbytery representa-

tive Dana Mayfield (Pastor, Grace Presbyterian - Lubbock) to begin the process of find-

ing our next pastor. I have been elected as the Moderator of the PNC. Our work is go-

ing to be long and intense. It will include multiple meetings with the Session and many 

talks with the Congregation to get your thoughts on how to describe who we are as a 

church and what our future plans and hopes are. This will help the PNC complete the 

Mission Information Form (MIF). This form will be sent to General Assembly for publica-

tion to the denomination describing who we are at First Presbyterian - Plainview, what 

direction our church wants to go, and what we are looking for in our next pastor. The 

MIF is a very important document! It will include information about our church 

(attendance, race/ethnicity, budget, mission work, CE curriculum, etc.) along with infor-

mation about Plainview (population, race/ethnicity, work force, schools, median income, 

etc.).  

  

More news of the PNC important work will be shared with you in future issues of the 

FOCUS. We ask for your prayers. 

Karen Sandlin  

In the last 28 days, May 29-June 25, we have had 333 people reached by the 
posts on the page, up 22%.  287 people "engaged" with our posts, which I as-
sume means that they did more than scroll by them.  That figure is up 
68%.  We have had 4 new "Likes" of the page.  Clearly, the Facebook page is a 
good way to reach beyond our walls and touch people's lives.  We need to find 
other ways through social media to do this as well.  This is one of the very, 
very, very few redeeming things about Facebook and other social media.  The 

Pandemic may have shown us some ways to use technology to get out in the community. 

Jim Tirey 
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News from the GA 
 
As you hopefully know the PC(USA) just held its 224th General Assembly 
(GA). We are the first church (that we are aware of) to have endeavored in 
an entirely online national meeting of the governing body. We met over 
the past two weekends via Zoom and PC-Biz.org (a website I highly en-
courage you to look at for all of the policies and statements we approved. 
Simply go to the search tab from which you can look up any item men-
tioned by number or view the entirety of documentation presented to this assembly).  
  
One important note is that since this was an online meeting every action we took must be ratified 
by the next in person GA (hopefully in 2022), so we did not consider any controversial issues or 
constitution amendments as they would not fully take effect for two years which would leave the 
church in murky waters. 
  
For reference, our (Palo Duro Presbytery) voting commissioners are Rev. George Records, First 
Vernon and RE Karen Copple, First Lubbock; Our Young Adult Advisory Delegate or YAAD is Par-
ker Adamson, Plainview.  
 
• The meeting began with a recognition of indigenous peoples whose lands we now call the United 

States in hopes that we might continue to reconcile the wrongs of the past.  
 

• We voted to proceed with an online GA (Although the decisions of this GA must be ratified by the 
next in person GA to be solidified legally). 

• We adopted new rules for the circumstances of this meeting which include a limitation of ways new 
business can be introduced, and referring much of the controversial and non-time-specific items of 
business to the 225th GA 

• We added items to deal with both the Covid-19 pandemic, and the pandemic of racism to this GA’s 
docket. 

• The standing of San Francisco Theological Seminary was touched on, and currently they are not con-
sidered a member of PC(USA) however there are efforts to grant them a similar affiliate member-
ship within the GA office. 

• Co-moderators were elected on Saturday night.  Press announcement with succinct biog-
raphies:  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/224th-general-assembly-elects-street-stewart
-bentley-co-moderators/ 

 
• The real business of the GA began Friday (6/26/2020) and concluded Saturday (6/27/2020) 

 
• On Friday we received a brief summary of the Budget status in light of Covid-19. 

By converting to an online GA, approximately $2.4 million was saved. But we expect a drop 
of $2.7 million in per capita gifts as so many find themselves out of work. 

 
• The GA approved statements addressing both Covid-19 and the Racial Injustice built into this coun-

try which has been brought into the light. 

• We also approved items 00-95 and 00-96 which address the decaying state of many of our churches 
on native lands. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/224th-general-assembly-elects-street-stewart-bentley-co-moderators/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/224th-general-assembly-elects-street-stewart-bentley-co-moderators/
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Keeping Plainview Beautiful! 
 

Keep Plainview Beautiful is a nonprofit organization dedicated to recognizing the efforts 

of those who work to make our community a beautiful place. First Presbyterian Church 

has recently been given the Keep Plainview Beautiful Partners Award. This award goes to 

an organization that helps others in the community. Our church was chosen because of 

all the volunteers and food we donate to FISH, letting our building be available for 4-H 

and Scouting activities and all the work we do for Paws Pet Adoption. 

• The GA has reelected J Herbert Nelson II as Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 

• We approved revisions to Item 00-05 which is the GA’s policy regarding the protection of 
children and vulnerable adults when interacting with the church, and now reflects the 
need for protection in both physical and online spaces. 

• The moderators addressed the assembly regarding the standing of SFTS which is currently 
not considered a part of PC(USA). There is currently a judicial remedial case between 
SFTS and the office of GA. The moderators have stated their intention to bring in a media-
tor so that we might come to some reconciliation. 

I will conclude my summary with an extension of the moderators’ plea to apply to serve com-
mittees and other entities of the church as we seek to greaten the diversity of such bodies. 
Please get in touch with the staff of Palo Duro Presbytery and find out how best you can 
serve our wider church community and encourage others to do the same. 

I would like to thank the church for this opportunity to serve and advise our commission-
ers as we seek (for this is a two-year commitment) to discern God’s will for us now 

and in the years ahead. 
Parker Adamson 
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Dee Rice   July 9 

Doris Fox   July 21 

Jeanie Pennell   July 25 

Kevin Sweeney  July 25 

Trent Kinkaid   July 28 

Rusty & Karen White   July 13 

 
The Mission and Ministry Team was 

contacted twice for help during May and 

June 2020.  One gentleman needed 

transportation to Denver where his fami-

ly was waiting for him.  He was given a bus ticket and taken to Stripes to wait for the bus.  

A mother/grandmother who had just lost her job was looking for help with food, hygiene 

products and rent.  She was given food and some cleaning products and referred to the 

Plainview Disaster Relief Fund, FISH and the Salvation Army.    

 

Please do not forget to sign up for Meals on Wheels.  Those of you who are getting out of 

the house this is a valuable way to help those people that depend on this mission for a 

daily meal.  Sign up on the list in the Narthex or please call Gaylan Goddard at 292-2202 

and let him know what Wednesdays you can deliver Meals on Wheels. 

 

FISH is still providing food for the people of Plainview but need donations.  They would 

like canned fruit, canned vegetables and canned meat this month.  Bring your donations 

to the church and someone will deliver them to FISH or the donations can be dropped off 

at the FISH Building between 1:00 and 2:00 Monday thru Friday afternoon.  Faith in 

Sharing House members are taking care of packing and distributing bags currently.  

Don’t forget to bring your paper and plastic grocery bags for FISH to use. 

 

Mission and Ministry Team Members look for an Email meeting July 6, 2020. 

 

Sherry Thompson 
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July 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
11 am—MoW 

2 3 4 

5 
9:15 am—

Sunday School 
 
10:30 am—
Worship 

6 
 
 
Office Closed 
for 4th of July 

7 
 
 

8 
 
11 am—MoW 

9 10 11 

12 
9:15 am—

Sunday School 
 
10:30 am—
Worship 

13 14 15 
 
11 am—MoW 

16 17 18 

19 
9:15 am—

Sunday School 

 

10:30 am—
Worship 

20 21 22 
 
11 am—MoW 

23 24 25 

26 
9:15 am—

Sunday School 
 

10:30 am—
Worship 

27 28 29 
 
11 am—MoW 

30 31  

Karen gone 
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Be sure to note these important dates 

and jobs to be done during the month of 

May 

Ushers 

Whit Hunt, Richard Morgan, 

Gaylan Goddard, Chris Lewellen, 

Mike Craig, Graham Tirey 

 

 

 

 

July Liturgist 

Dean Thompson 

 

 

June Attendance 

June 7 (online)   38 

June 14 (in person & online) 40 

June 21 (in  person & online) 24 

June 28 (in person & online)            18

   

 

June Deposits 

June 7   $   894.89 

June 8 (online)  $2,330.00 

June 14   $1,443.00 

June 21 & Jun 28  $1,383.70 

 

Total Income:        $  6,045.89 

Total Expenses:  $12,079.13 

Total:   $ -6,033.24 


